National Forest Products Week
Essay Contest

Texas forests provide us with many important things. They help keep our air and
water clean, provide beautiful places to play and relax, are home to wildlife, and
provide over 5000 products for peoplel

National Forest Products Week began in 1960 when Congress passed a resolution to
“reemphasize to each citizen in the United States the importance and heritage of our
vast forest resources which are inseparably tied to our present and future." To
celebrate National Forest Products Week (4™ full week in October), the Texas Forestry
Association is offering a statewide essay contest.

Who may enter? ALL STUDENTS IN TEXAS MAY APPLY.
Grade level Essay length @
9th-12 graders 350 words or less
6th-8th graders 300 words or less
3rd-5th graders 250 words or less
K-2nd graders May use any media and
address only statement #1

What must the essay include? Each essay shall complete the following statements:
1. "Forest products touch my life...”
2. "Trees are a renewable resource, because...”
3. “If T was in charge...” (What would the student do o have healthy forests for
generations to come - forests that can provide beauty, habitat, clean air and water,
products and MORE?)

What will the judges look for in the winning essays?
e The essay was written by the student based on his/her ideas.
e The student recognizes that:
-she/he uses forest products every day
-these products come from trees
-frees are a renewable resource; more can be planted
-forests have many values
e Spelling, grammar and neatness count!
e Individual creativity is encouraged.

= Gloom and doom scenarios are discouraged. It's a common myth that we are running
out of trees, but in fact there are more acres of forestland in the U.S. foday than at the
beginning of the Industrial Revolution in the 19" century.




Teachers and Youth Leaders:

In order to qualify, each entry must include the student's name, teacher's name, grade
level, student’s mailing address and social security number on the back.
Please only submit one student paper per class.

What are the prizes? Each winning essayist receives a $100 savings bond. The teacher of
the winning essayist receives a discount to attend the Teachers' Conservation Institute.

When is the essay due? Essay submissions must be post-marked by November 10. Winning
essays will be chosen by November 21, with all contestants notified by December 1. Send your
essays to: TFA Essay Contest, P.O. Box 1488, Lufkin, TX 75902-1488.

For more information about

forests and forest products,
try these websites.

Texas Forestry Association www.texasforestry.org
American Forest & Paper Association www.afandpa.org
International Paper www.ipaper.com/our_world/learning/index.asp
Temple-Inland www.templeinland.com/Company/forestproducts
Texas Forestry Museum www.treetexas.com
Society of American Foresters www.safnet.org/education/index.cfm
Texas Forest Service http://txforestservice.tamu.edu

To receive a PowerPoint presentation about forest products and forestry in Texas,
email educationintexas@texasforestry.org. You must be able to accept a PowerPoint
file as an attachment to your email. Questions? Call 936-632-TREE.




