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Pre-ConferenCe ACtivities (WednesdAy, oCt. 25th)

Golf tournament 
 Meet up with friends and new faces for a round of golf at the Piney Woods Country 
Club.  This 18-hole, Par 72 course offers terrific views and challenging play for golfers 
at every skill level. Well-groomed fairways and greens keep Piney Woods Country Club 
difficult yet friendly. Dress Code: Collared shirt, no denim. The tournament will be hegin 
with a shotgun start at 8:30am.  The TFA Golf Tournament Committee will assign teams, 
and prizes will be presented at the membership breakfast on Friday morning.  The cost 
is $70 and will include green fees, carts, range balls, and prizes (team prizes, long drive, 
and closest to the pin).  Please indicate your handicap or average 18-hole score on the 
meeting registration form.   The course is located just south of Nacogdoches at 3001 
Highway 59 South, Nacogdoches, TX 75961.

Clay shoot
 Do you like a little competition?  Then you won’t want to miss the fun at Pines Gun 
Club located at 311 Spring Lake Dr, Lufkin, TX 75901.  TFA members will participate in 
the clay shoot beginning at 9am.  Members will need to bring a shotgun and shells.  The 
cost is $50 and will include 1 round of 100 rounds.  Prizes will be given to first, second 
and third place winners and will be presented at the membership breakfast on Friday 
morning. 

south Boggy slough tour
 A great opportunity for TFA members is a tour of South Boggy Slough.  Located west 
of Lufkin, Boggy Slough contains some of the oldest and most ecologically significant 
hardwood forest habitat in East Texas with 18 miles of river frontage along the Neches 
River. For decades, the area has been managed as a wildlife and forest management 
research and demonstration area, providing habitat for white-tailed deer and eastern 
turkey as well as numerous ducks, songbirds and fish. 
 NWTF will present at three stops on the tour. The cost will be $25 per person and 
space is limited to 25 attendees.  Vans will leave The Fredonia Hotel at 8am and return at 
Noon or shortly thereafter.  Lunch will be provided. 

Certified Prescribed Burn Managers training
 TFA is offering 3.0 hours of required continuing education for Certified Burn 
Managers in the State of Texas. Attendees will come away with a better understanding of 
best practices, legislation, new rules and other information. Samuel McCalip, Wildland 
Urban Interface Specialist, Texas A&M Forest Service, will be the instructor. The training 
will be held from 1:30pm – 4:30pm at The Fredonia Hotel. Separate registration for this 
event is on the TFA website at www.texasforestry.org. 

sPouses events (thursdAy, oCt. 26th)
 Experience the charm of Nacogdoches with nationally published professional 
photographer and photography educator Greg Patterson as he leads a photo 
walk through the Oldest Town in Texas. We will start downtown at the G. Patterson 
Photographic Studio & Gallery and will take a leisurely 1.4 mile walking tour to visit 
several historical sites nearby while learning how to capture better photos from any 
camera, including your phone!  Then, explore eclectic shops along the red brick streets 
in search of antiques, cool art, handmade treasures, and one of a kind jewelry. We’ll stop 
for lunch at a local bakery specializing in a variety of soups, salads, sandwiches, cakes, 
cookies and cupcakes.  Finish the day at Glass Castles, where we’ll try our hand at the 
art and craft of stained glass as David leads us in making a charming acorn suncatcher.

22nd AnnuAl Plt silent AuCtion
 Don’t miss the opportunity to support Project Learning Tree and do some shopping 
at the same time!  Our annual silent auction promises great items like framed photos, 
autographed books, home décor, specialized foods and regional wines, and unique 
forestry products.  Bidding will begin on Wednesday evening and end Thursday promptly 
at 7pm.  Proceeds benefit Texas Project Learning Tree that teaches our next generation 
of land stewards “how to think, not what to think” about complex environmental issues. 
Donations are tax deductible.

MeetinG Attire
 Dress casually for the opening night reception and dinner; the remaining of the 
meeting is business casual, with the President’s Reception and Banquet being a bit more 
formal.

2017 Annual Meeting
October 25-27, 2017

The Fredonia Hotel • 200 North Fredonia St.
Nacogdoches, Texas

tradition embraces
technology



MeetinG toPiCs
Wood Demand and Market Trends
Technology Trends/Implications 
What Landowners Need to Know regarding Private Property Rights
An Industry Perspective
Using Drones in the Forest
Land Management Connector
Ethics for Foresters
Landowner Workshop
Loggers Workshop

AWArds
Communication
Education
Marketing
Outstanding Logger
Outstanding Legislators
Tree Farm
Ed Wagoner Leadership

Who should Attend?  
 Timberland owners, foresters, consultants, industry representatives, loggers 
and anyone who is interested in forestry.  TFA has engaged an excellent line of 
speakers to address topics for everyone who has an interest in the forests of East 
Texas.  
 Exhibitors will be set up throughout the meeting to bring you the latest 
information on a variety of products and services.

ContinuinG eduCAtion
 CFE hours for professional foresters will be available. Continuing Education 
hours (up to 7.5) for Texas Professional Loggers will be available.

MeetinG fACilities
 This year’s meeting will be held at the newly renovated Fredonia Hotel in 
Nacogdoches where you will enjoy timeless luxury and a unique experience. 
From the chic, mid-century design to guest amenities like an outdoor pool, a 
modernized fitness center, sophisticated meeting space and superb dining choices, 
this is the perfect venue for TFA members to gather. The physical address is 200 
North Fredonia Street Nacogdoches, TX 75961. Check out their website at www.
thefredonia.com.

ACCoMModAtions
 TFA has booked sleeping rooms at The Fredonia Hotel for a rate of $129 + 
applicable taxes per night. This rate is also available one day prior to the conference. 
Rooms are located in the Tower, Cabanas or Terrace Suites. Call (936) 564-1234 
and ask for the Texas Forestry Association block.  Reservations must be made by 
October 3.  Self-parking is complimentary. The hotel is a 100% non-smoking facility.  
When all rooms are booked, the hotel will direct TFA members to local B&Bs (within 
walking distance) or a nearby hotel for accommodations.  NOTE: The first night’s 
Hospitality Suite will be outside (weather permitting) around the new pool by the 
Terrace Suites until 11pm. We are letting you know this in case you would rather not 
book your room in the Terrace Suites. 

feAtured sPeAkers

dr. Brooks Mendell is President and CEO at Forisk, where he 
leads the firm’s research program. Founded by Dr. Mendell 
in 2004, Forisk provides consulting and education to senior 
management and investors in the forest industry and timberland 
investing sectors.  Forisk has been a four-time “Bulldog 100 
Fastest Growing Business.” He will give two presentations at 
the General Session:  Wood Demand and Market Trends, and 
Technology Trends and Implications 

James d. Bradbury is an attorney with offices in Fort Worth 
and Austin. He focuses on land, environmental, water and 
regulatory matters, including the imminent water policy issues 
facing rural Texas. He has a focus on the legal and policy issues 
facing Texas landowners and producers, working with state-
wide agricultural associations on legislative and regulatory 
matters. Mr. Bradbury’s presentation will address private 
property rights and landowner liability laws.

sean Mclaren is Vice President, US Lumber for West Fraser. 
He began career in 1988 in Vancouver, BC with Weldwood of 
Canada and then moved with International Paper to Savannah, 
GA in 2003.  Mr. McLaren returned to Canada as Sawmill 
Manager when West Fraser purchased Weldwood of Canada. 
He moved back to US South in 2007 when West Fraser 
acquired IP’s sawmill operations, and he is currently located in 
Memphis focusing on modernizing and growing West Fraser’s 

US Lumber business. He will give a presentation on West Fraser’s U S South 
Lumber Business during the luncheon on Thursday.

lee hereford is a 7th generation Texan and has been a resident 
of Fredericksburg, TX since 1985.  He is an Eagle Scout and 
served as an adult scouter from 1998-2013.  Lee is a third 
generation Rotarian, and Sam Houston State University graduate 
with a BBA degree in Marketing.  In 2004, he bought the rights 
to Travel Host of San Antonio and he founded Pedernales 
Brewing Co. in July 2009; beginning distribution in April 2012.  

Mr. Hereford will share his wit and wisdom with a motivational presentation and 
his thoughts on being a good leader with TFA members at the breakfast on Friday 
morning. 

ConferenCe AGendA

WednesdAy, oCtoBer 25
8:30am-Noon Golf Tournament
9am-Noon Sporting Clay Shoot
8am – 1pm South Boggy Slough Tour
11am – 1pm PLT Working Lunch
Noon-6pm Exhibitors/Silent Auction set up
1:30-4:30pm Prescribed Burn Training
2-7pm  Registration
3pm  Board of Directors Meeting
5pm  ACF Meeting 
6-9pm  Exhibits Open
   PLT Live Auction
   PLT Silent Auction Open
   Mixer & Dinner (dinner at 7pm)
   Honored Guests
   Awards
9-11pm  Hospitality Suite

thursdAy, oCtoBer 26
7:30-8:30am Breakfast
7:30-8:30am TAMU Alumni Breakfast
7:30-8:30am SFASU Alumni Breakfast
7:30-8:30am Registration open
9am-3pm Spouses Events
8:40-11:30am General Session
8:40am  Presentation of Flags, TFS Honor Guard
        Pledge of Allegiance
   Oath of Office
8:45-9:20am Wood Demand and Market Trends, Brooks Mendell
9:20-10am Technology Trends/ Implications, Brooks Mendell
10-10:30am BREAK with Exhibitors
10:30-11:30am What Landowners Needs to Know regarding Private Property   
        Rights and Landowner Liability laws, James Bradbury
11:15-11:45am Excellence in Wood Design Awards
Noon -1:30pm Awards Luncheon, Ron Hufford Moderator
   Outstanding Logger of the Year Award
   Guest Speaker: Sean McLaren, West Fraser
   Tree Farm Raffle Drawing
1:45-4:30pm Concurrent Sessions 
   texas forest landowners Council
   (1) Drones, Ruedi Schubarth
   (2) ANCFLA Report
   (3) Land Management Connector, Zaina Gates
   (4) Wood and Carbon, Brant Cobb
   texas logging Council
   (1) New Apps for Loggers, Hughes Simpson
   (2) ALC Update, Danny Dructor
   (3) Drones, Ruedi Schubarth
   texas Accredited foresters Council
   (1) Timber Cruise App, Jason Grogan
   (2) Ethics, Hap Hachtel
   (3) Land Management Connector, Zaina Gates
3-3:30pm BREAK with Exhibitors
6-7pm  President’s Reception
    Exhibits Open
     PLT Silent Auction Open
7-9pm  President’s Banquet

    Tree Farm Awards
    Ed Wagoner Leadership Award
   Tree Farm Raffle Drawings
9-11pm  Hospitality Suite

fridAy, oCtoBer 27
8-10:30am Membership Breakfast
     Membership Awards
     Recognize Life Members
     Golf Awards
     Clay Shoot Awards
     Best Exhibit Award
     Guest Speaker:  Lee Hereford, Pedernales Brewery 
        Company, presents Brewing Up Passion
     Door Prize Drawings
     Pass the Gavel
     Announce Next Year’s Meeting
     Adjourn


