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PRE-CONFERENCE ACTIVITIES
Trees for the Future Tour
 Join Dr. David Creech as he leads a fun walking tour of “Trees for the Future” 
based on SFASU’s research at Moody Gardens.
 Dr. Creech is Director, SFA Gardens and the Piney Woods Native Plant Center, 
Arthur Temple College of Forestry and Agriculture, Stephen F. Austin State 
University, Nacogdoches.  See http://sfagardens.sfasu.edu/ for more information. 
The fee is $25 and will include lunch.

Golf Tournament
 Jacobsen Hardy Golf Course Design, a renowned firm drawing on the expertise 
of PGA Tour professionals Peter Jacobsen and Jim Hardy, have completed work on 
this completely new par 72 course at Moody Gardens. The course is ranked as one of 
the best public courses in Texas and rivals three of the state’s best municipal venues. 
Measuring 6,900 yards from the back tees, the golf course is designed to be player-
friendly, with 5 sets of tees to accommodate all playing abilities. The course highlights 
its unique seaside tropical feel with 18 holes meandering through upland and lowland 
native areas. Participants must wear collared shirts and no denim. Shotgun start at 
8 a.m. on Wednesday, October 17. The $70 fee will include green fee, cart fee, range 
balls and prizes. Prizes will be awarded on Friday morning.

Bay Fishing
 What’s an island trip without fishing? TFA is offering a 4-hour fishing trip on 
Wednesday morning with check-in is at 7-7:30 a.m. and boat leaves at 8 for a 5 
- 7 mile excursion into Galveston Ship Channel. All tackle and squid bait will be 
furnished. The cost is $40 and includes all you need to fish except your license: you 
must bring a current Texas fishing license. Meet at Pier 19, Galveston Party Boats, 
1700 Harborside, Galveston, TX 77550. Prizes will be awarded on Friday morning to 
the those with the top catch!

Spouses Events
 On Thursday, spouses will enjoy an excursion into Galveston. First, it’s coffee 
at MOD followed by a driving tour of Galveston’s Tree Sculptures & a quick peek at 
the ruins of Jean Lafitte’s home. Then, it’s off to Pier 21 for a short film on the Great 
Storm and a group photo. An activity and lunch will be at The Kitchen Chick. The 
afternoon will consist of shopping at The Strand Historic District with The Island 
Pour House as the home base for anyone wishing to rest. The group will meet up at 
La King’s Confectionary at 4 p.m. and return to the hotel at 4:15. 

DOOR PRIZE: $1,000 VACATION VOUCHER 
 A $1,000 Vacation Voucher to be given away on Friday morning. 
Exhibitors will also give away door prizes at breakfast on Friday.

PLT SILENT AUCTION
 This is the yearly fundraiser for Texas Project Learning Tree. 
If you would like to donate an item, you can email Misty Bowie at 
plttexas@texasforestry.org. Be ready to bid and outbid your friends at 
the TFA Annual Meeting!

LIVE AUCTION
 Back again this year is auctioneer 
Myers Jackson of DIY Network’s Texas 
Flip and Move. Jackson will be on hand 
to auction off a “big-ticket item” for the 
benefit of Texas Project Learning Tree. 
More information will be sent via email.
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IT’S MORE THAN TREES

The 104th Annual Meeting

October 17-19, 2018  |   Moody Gardens
Galveston, Texas

of



CONFERENCE AGENDA
DAY 1 – OCTOBER 17
8am-12:30pm Golf Tournament
7:30am-Noon  Bay Fishing Trip 
10am-1pm Trees for the Future Tour 
10 am-Noon PLT Steering Committee  
Noon-3pm Burn Managers CEU at  
      Brazoria NWR (Separate  
           Registration)
2-7pm Registration Open
3pm Board of Directors 
Meeting 
5pm ACF Meeting
6-7pm New Members/First Timer meeting attendees Reception, sponsored 
      by Texas Farm Credit
6-9pm Welcome Reception
 Exhibitors Open
 PLT Silent Auction Open 
7pm Dinner
 Guests
 Awards: Education, Communications 
 Live Auction, Myers Jackson, Auctioneer
9-11pm Hospitality Suite

DAY 2 – OCTOBER 18
7:30-8:30am Members & Spouses Breakfast
7:30-8:30am SFASU Alumni Breakfast
7:30-8:30am TAMU Alumni Breakfast
8:30-4:15pm Spouses Events
8:40-11:30am General Session
8:40am New Board Oath of Office
8:50-9:30am Scott Sacco, Environs Strategies
9:30-10am Heather Strong, WoodWorks
10-10:30am Break with Exhibitors
10:30-11:15am Charlie Cornish, RMS
11:15am Stephen Raley, AFP (new mill)
Noon-1:30pm Awards Luncheon
        Excellence in Wood Design
        Logger of the Year Award
      Education Awards
1:45-4:15pm Concurrent Sessions
3:00-3:30pm Break with Exhibitors
6-7pm President’s Reception
7-9pm  President’s Banquet
   Tree Farm Awards
  Ed Wagoner Leadership Award
   Entertainment by InterActive Theater Co.
9-11pm Hospitality Suite

DAY 3 – OCTOBER 19
8-10:30am  Members & Spouses Breakfast
 Membership Awards
 Tenure Awards
 Fishing Awards
 Golf Awards
 Generational Intelligence: Working effectively when you don’t want  
      to (or they  just won’t!) by Amy Hays, Noble Research Institute
 Door Prizes
 Pass the Gavel

SPEAKERS

GENERAL SESSION

Scott Sacco will present “Pardon the Disruption: The Influence of 
Strategic Thinking on Forestry and Our Forests.” Sacco is the founder 
of Environs Strategies, LLC, a firm that provides strategic marketing 
and management consulting services to organizations that take 
market-based approaches to sustainability challenges and business 
opportunities in the environmental and natural resource sectors.  
Scott previously was a founding principal of Forest Systems, LLC, a 

sustainably-oriented private forest operating company, which acquired and managed 
more than 2.2 million acres in 12 states for its investors and partners.  

Heather Strong, Senior Director of WoodWorks’, will give an overview 
of their promotional efforts and education to architects and engineers 
for using wood in buildings.  Strong is a licensed Professional Engineer 
in the State of California. Prior to joining WoodWorks, she spent 13 
years working in the wood industry with a focus on the use of wood in 
commercial applications.  

Charlie Cornish will speak about the ongoing management and 
direction of Resource Management Services.  Cornish is Executive Vice 
President, North and South American Operations for RMS where he is 
responsible for RMS’s forest management and harvesting operations 
on over 2 million acres across the southern U.S. and Brazil. 

Stephen Raley is Executive Vice President, Sales and Marketing, for 
the up and coming Angelina Forest Products mill in Lufkin. Raley will 
give an overview of the new mill as well as a timeline and production 
information at the General Session on Thursday.

Amy Hays has been with the Noble Research Institute in Ardmore, 
Oklahoma, for three years as the Adult Education Manager.  Amy 
serves the Noble Research Institute in their Education Cornerstone and 
leads a team of engagement educators that focus on adult programming.  
Prior to joining Noble, she served 21 years with the State of Texas at 
Texas AgriLife Extension and Texas Parks and Wildlife. Amy will give 
an “eye-opening” presentation on Generational Intelligence: Working 

effectively when you don’t want to (or they just won’t!) at breakfast on Friday.  You 
won’t want to miss this!

CONCURRENT SESSIONS

 TFA is offering a myriad of sessions on topics of interest for everyone. You can pick 
and choose the sessions you want to attend, and if there are more than one person from 
your organization in attendance, divide and conquer! 
 Invasive Plants: What’s out there and what to do about them!  Allen Smith, forester 
with the Texas A&M Forest Service, is an expert on this subject and he gives a great 
presentation!
 Using Drones in the Workplace: Ryan Daniel, a forester with WestRock, will give 
an informational presentation – complete with photos and footage – on using drones on 
harvest operations, inventory, management and more. This session will be repeated.
 Ethics: Frank Shockley, forester and SFASU (retired), will give a program on proper 
ethics in forestry. This will be a good program for all attendees. It will also meet the 
requirement for Texas Accredited Foresters.

 Succession Planning: A forest landowner and TFA member, William “Trey” R. 
Cousins III will talk about the importance of and good practices for succession planning. 
Cousins, an attorney with Meadows, Collier, Reed, Cousins, Crouch & Ungerman LLP, is 
a tax controversy attorney who has defended/litigated many estate plans.
 Endangered Species: With more and more species in East Texas being researched 
and/or listed as threatened or endangered, TFA is bringing in Meghan Hope, Texas State 
Comptroller’s office, to talk about the Louisiana Pinesnake, Dusky Gopher Tortoise, and 
Monarch Butterfly. This session will be repeated.
 Technology in Working Forests: This is a topic that evolves constantly and keeping 
up with it only makes forest management better! Join the experts, Shruthi Srinivasan 
and Rebekah Zehnder of Texas A&M Forest Service, as they present several applications 
for your use. This session will be repeated.
 Conservation Easements: What are they? How do they work? Are they right for 
you? These questions and more will be answered by Lori Olson with Texas Land Trust 
Council and Mark Steinbach, Texas Land Conservancy. There will be ample time for 
Q&A.
 NRCS Requirements for Burning: Mike Oliver and Charles Kneuper will give an 
update on the NRCS requirements for prescribed burning and the requirements for burn 
plans. This short workshop should be attended by all burn managers.

 Continuing Education Units will be available for Texas Accredited Foresters, Society 
of American Foresters, and Texas Pro Loggers.

ENTERTAINMENT
 InterActive Theater Company will entertain during 
the President’s Banquet on Thursday evening. They 
engage and inspire through live theater productions 
that reflect their own experiences and challenge their 
own understanding of the world in which they live.  
InterActive Theater Company produces a full season of 
original and interactive productions based on literature 
and history for children and families, as well as featuring 
a repertory unit to tour the metropolitan area.  Under 
the artistic leadership of Robb Brunson, InterActive 
Theater Company is Houston’s most engaging theater 
experience for children and families.

HOTEL RESERVATIONS
 Moody Gardens is a tropical paradise nestled on the Galveston coast. The Galveston 
hotel’s grounds are beautiful and botanic. Each accommodation features stylish decor 
that awakens and energizes you. Their 242 acres of scenery and attractions are yours 
to explore including the majestic Rainforest and Aquarium Pyramids to Schlitterbahn 
Waterpark located next door. Truly, Moody Gardens is a gem among hotels in Galveston. 
The hotel will offer discounts on all attractions to TFA conference attendees. 
 The rate is $159 + taxes per night for single, double, triple and quad, and is 
available three days pre/post conference. Valet parking is $20/night and self-parking 
is complimentary. Individual reservations must be made by calling 888-388-8484 or 
409-741-8484 and ask for the Texas Forestry Association room block. The cutoff date to 
reserve a room is September 25, 2018. 


